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For peace among the nations; that jealousies and strifes that the heads of 
the nations may be led to apply to all international principles of the 
Prince of Peace. 
For our own nation—the British Empire—and for al} who therein ; that 
Shon Word ; and that 
in. his work 
| 


EVANTELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


World Missions and Unity. 


and 


| 


= 


~ 
a 
\ 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


3 


m and the straits to whict 


and 

Missioas. 
anxious for 

that 


«2722 ES : 


>. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


Tit toe! 
I Gret of all, to offer a working 
nitiow of Christian Unity. I think it may be 


‘* death of the ctoss,” he exhorts as to let that 


same Then be goes on toa 


By Mr. D. Hoste ( Director China Inland Mission). 


than upon the inauguration of aggressive efforts, 
ot the discussion of methods for the propagation 
of the Gospel. Not, of course, that these latter 
are without very great importance and valuc ; 
but we recognise that the maintenance of such 
a unity as has just been described is beyond 


our natural powers. It is a spiritual thing; it 


must be the outcome of the power of the risen 
life of Christ working in all the individuals 

In regard to China, I am not called to speak 
about Ecclesiastical Unity, which is @ different 
thing, I venture to think, from Christian Unity, 
though, of course, the two have a close relation: 


ship. One may, perhaps, go so far as to say 
that an Ecclesiastical Unity which is not based 


upon Christian Unity is mot genuine or per- 


manent, and it is a great question whether it is 
desirable. That is to say, the true basis for 


described ‘as that relationship between tree 
believers in the Lord Jesas Christ which és in . 
harmony with the fect of their common bife in 
Christ, from whith it is apparent that it is im- 
postibie to realise Christian Unity in our own 
natural strength. You will remember how, in | 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul, 5 
ater setting forth the great truth of the Church it 
as being buried and raised up and seated with 
Christ, and after enlarging upon the riches of 
grace in Christ Jesus which is to be manifested 
in amd through the Charch, at the opening of 
the foutth: chapter he proceeds to exhort 
Christians ‘to walk worthy of this Divine call- 
ing Wé might have expected that he would 
go on to unge them to launch out imto great 
enterprises for the propagation of the Christian 
faith atid matters of that kind. But no. We Church anity must be 2 common spiritual life ; 
are alt, of course, familiar with that passage in = in Christ. When we come to discuss Church : 
which ihe exhorts them to “walk worthy of the matters, or questions of creed and government, 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- and the like, I take it that they do not affect . 
ness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbear- thie other matter of Christian Unity, which is 
img One another in love, endeavouring to keep really a matter of the.working of the Holy Spirit 
the amity-of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” in the hearts of all individual Christians. 
He then emphasises, in a brief and concise way, With regard to China, I propose to divide my | 
the fact of their oneness in Christ. And you subject under three heads. First, Christian 
will recollect how, in Phil. ii., he also exhorts us Unity as between the foreign missionaries them: " | 
in the same way to walk in love and forbear- selves’ itt that country. Perhaps I should 
ance; and after that wonderful passage in which = apologise for leaving out of account other 
he spealé'of the mind that was in Christ Jesus, Christian people ; for, thank God, there are not 
and that ted our blessed Lord to empty Himself a few earnest Chtistian men and women in the 
and becéme obedient unto death, even the mercantile community 'in China. Bot for the 
speak about this subject in relation to mis- 
concrete application of this sublime principle . sionaries. It might be thought at Grst sight 
by saying," Do all things without murmurings that a hafidfal of Christian missionaries, 
and disputings, and in this ‘way you will be facing 
lights’ inva dark world, lights in the midst of a , 
| crockéd’and perverse generation” ‘That is to dwell and 
the “Apostie’lays greater emphasis upon Weil, it is 
right relationships between Christian believers joined in 
ihe June, torn Gospel, ¢ = 
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heart. I believe firmly that we as an Evangelical 


things do operate in the direction of unity. But - Alliance may render a great service to. the. 


we find out by experience that it is not | 
easy to maintain the unity of the Spirit as 
between ourselves as missionaries.. I am not 
speaking now at all about ecclesiastical divisions 
—not in the least. As a matter of fact, it may 
be much easier sometimes to have feelings of 
charity towards a man or woman ia another 
denomination who lives a thousand miles away 
in another part of China, than it is to have the 
same feelings towards my brother or sister with 
me in the same station, You will remember 
that im the case of the Corinthian Church the 
trouble was not ecclesiastical division. It might 


of the flesh is that very thing-——variance, emula- 


aggressive sort of personality. . But. however 


that may be, I do want, in all seriousness and. 


reality, because I take it that the object of this 
meeting is that we should be deeply real, that 
we should speak things that we feel—I want, 
therefore, to speak of things that are in my 


’ ‘of Christ in China, of any other part of 
_ world, by qaking it a matter of constant prayer, 
an 


to the Holy Ghost, and in subjection to our 
fellow-brethren, apply to circumstances as they 


afise; and it is jest there very often, of course, 


that differences may comein. What then ought 
to be done? We all know im theory that we 
ought to bear with one another, and love one 


patience; we must wait. hat is very im- 
portant a body of Christian workers in a 
missionary station. If they find that they are 
each other, what must they do? Not beginite 
strive and argue the point, but wait upon God. 
Let them practically recognise the headship of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “One is your ‘Master, 
even. Christ, and all ye are brethren.”, Let 
them be “ subject one to the other in the fear 


dwell together in love; because one thing, | 
think, that tends to make that a little difficult 
sometimes is the fact that missionary work, 
in the nature of the case, is something of an 
empiric science; that is to say, & is 
mental. We have one 
behind us of experience, and 
we are emerging from the to 
co-ordinated and accumulated 
that is one of the fruits we are -hoping 
have led to that, but, eo far as we know, they from the labours of the Co 
were still in one ecclesiastical outward organisa- = mittee of the Edinburgh Conference. 
tion. Nor was the trouble really a question of _ parenthetically ask for earnest prayer 
doctrine or ecclesiastical order as between them. of that body? But when there is a 
| The Apostle diagnosed the disease. He said, tion, and when. there are new problems— 
“It is envy and strife." Whence came the Churches arising around us and growing—ell 
envy and strife? Because they “walked as these things have got to be faced, We may 
men.” When you begin to “walk as men,” say, “ Ves, but there are the. Holy Scriptures 
will mot be long before you get into envy and toguide us,” But we know that the New Teste 
strife, because the Bible tells us that the work #$ ment does not give us crystallised foemules that 
can, in a wooden way, apply to circum- 
tion, strife, hatred. Therefore, standing on stances. It lays down principles that we'can 
| this platform of the Evangelical Alliance, with prayerfully and thankfully, and in subjection 
: its motto, “ All one in Christ Jésus,” we are 
" standing on very high and holy ground. We Y 
are making a very high profession before the 
. world, we are solemnly recognising this fact— , 
that it behoves us to-live in love, day by day, 
| with believers, more especially with Whom we 
are immediately connected. Out therein the another, and pray together, 
ti mission field there is the power of the Holy another. Often in. China 1 have thought 
Ghost constantly needed, renewing the minds of that word of the Apostle: “ The God 
| and hearts of the missionaries in order that that of patience and consolation grant you to be 
power may be maintained. Do not think that likeminded one towards another.” It aceds 
| we missionaries are necessarily a cantankerous 
body of men. I do not know that we are. 
| Perhaps in some regards we may be naturally 
that, because the kind of man who goes out as 
4 missionary frequently is a rather independent, 
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Te all that in every place call Lord Fesus Christ, their Lord and ours. 
by the loving invitation of the E lical 
weak in dette Praer and Tote 
! cession. Let cach of the from January 7th to 1 which 
lace ino le and Ths nesded, make 100m for thia, will be | 
Let us the significance of our world-wide union in this service. In the still hour, yea | 
hours, we spend im prayer, each day of this sacred week, let us realise how great is the cloud of ) 
intercessors who meet with us at Our Lord's feet. oP 
service of Him “ of whom 
| * ena Yours in the love of God, and of you, > | 
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‘FoR SERWONS OM -ADDRESSES. ON SUNDAY, 
xv. 7 

“ hare mot, because ye ath mol... . and not because ye ash amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon yout lusts.” — James iv. 

And praying, the was opened.” —Take Wi. 21. 

“ Prayer and supplication in the | vit.” —Eph. vi. 18. 

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He stad forth labourer: into His harvest.” 


—Matt. ix. 38. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 8th, 1912. 


THANKSGIVING AND HUMILIATION. 
THANKSGIVING for the unshakeable Certainty of the fandamentals of the Gospel of Christ. 


bor a world-wide desire cate wee and service of Christ. 
shal wom oon interest in Holy Scriptures, as being the Word of God, which makes “ wise 
unto salvation.” | 
at Ce is victorious life, and that life apart fem Christ is a 
t 


For the earnest longing for a revived Church and an evangelised World. 
For the ift of the Holy Spirit and the blessed experience of those who receive and obey Him, 
HUMILIATION in view of man’s pride and self-sufficiency. 
In view of the delustoa that man can be delivered from his miseries without being delivered from his sin. 
n view weakh spent on worldly pleasures -indulgence. 
ia view of te Chardiies. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm ixii. Isa. 8-23. Dan. ix. 16-20. 2 Tim. i. 8-14. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY oth, 1912. 


THE OHURCH UNIVERSAL: PRAYER FOR THE “ONE BODY” 
OP WHICH CHRIST IS THE HEAD. 
PRAYER fora wider conception ofthe Chorch asa spiritual institution 
That all members of the Church may abide in personal union with Christ as Head of the Charch. 
That there may be faithfulness in preaching the saving Gospel of Christ, which comes from above 
be less of the preaching which seeks to solve problems, and more of the preaching 
to save souls. 
That the Charch may realise her call oué of the world, in order to understand her Commission to 
go inte the world as Christ's witness. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm Ixxxv. Isa. tv. 1 Cor. i: 10-27. iv. 1-16. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY roth, 1912. 
‘ NATIONS AND THEIR RULERS. 
PRAYER forall Sovereigns and Presidents, that they may loyally serve Christ and fai tty rs ps 
to glory of 


_ For all Magistrates, J udges, and Legislators, that they may servethe Nation 
Oe Ee eyes of the people to see the sin and the shame of gambling, intemperance 
impuri 


For all who have national influence in trade, commerce, labour, literature, wealth, and rank, that 
they may promote truth and righteousness. 
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hat the Evangehcal Alhance may more and more be used and biessed of God to keep the Protestant 


SCRIPTURE READINGS: A— 
xxxiii, 12-22. lea. xxxv. Matt. xi. 20-24, 9-0, 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 1thy. 


 BPORBIGN MISSIONS. 
PRAISE for the of Christ as the only and all-sefficient sdving Goupel for man. 
ei of passing éver many ports the Mission field and the 


Charch in many lands, and for the hope that it wil soon be grea 


orld Missionary Conference, beld in Edinburgh in 1910, the influence of 


may Yeuzend é Christ's need of him, im order thai every | 
Christ's great salvation. 
shattered by Western civilisation may be saved from 


Visitor may have the Master's 


» SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
FRIDAY.) JANUARY “:ath, mie 
PAMILIES, ESTABLISHMENTS, AND THE YOUNG, 
PRAYER for aff | 


For all the Teachers and Stodeats | 
miny be there emnphasied, and the pure doctrines 


i - ‘Deut. iv. Mark x. 13-22. 2 
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YER widely that Christ given commission, 


in 
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is built upon over, that in all these-pentheistic systems it is 
A more perfect contrast only a few who at first are fully initiated into 
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Fran 
| title, M. Juhen de Narfon of capital 
, h writer, bas contributed to i, has cx 
, of Geneva, two iz ch the 
ng from the point of view 
i the present position of the 
by the majority of the F 
BY: Now they would have 
| to meet together in cou ns done after the Pope 
to form parishes without to the acceptamce of the 
ing the consent of the Government, and y of the besheps fully 
to act as they deemed right. The loss of t to a misinterpretation of 
seven millions of francs of Government money and incompetent 
would soon be made up by the faithful ; the Church ! oy wae wine of the Sovereign Pontiff, 
would be in a position of case and liberty as never the Church bas been reduced to misery most un- 
before. just and to humiliation most extreme” It was 
The gréat hopes of the Liberal party have all § hoped confidently that the generosity of the faithful 
been disappointed. .“‘We have foreseen every. would be an increasing factor im relief of the situa- 
thing,” said M. Glemencean, “except what has tion, but as time gocs on this is lessening: is 
actually happened.” On the one hand, the Pope  notonly the amount contributed that és diminishing, 
i bas compelied the Chusch to ruin itself financially = but the number of the givers. It would seem as if 
| by forfeiting what the law gaveto it, the 351 millions § the mass of the Catholics in France were caring 
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less and less for their Church On all hands the aed nares both in the promotion of archbishops 
bishops are obliged t reduce the sums for and bishops, ot “it is 
most aristocratic parishes in Paris, Sainte mm 
with a compebute to to the famous decree recently 
the fit sued, “ Quam Singular,” which obliges the priest 
Sut, says M. de Narfon, it must be said that the erent children to confirmation at the age of 
watiety of the appeals addressed 1. seven, the former decrees fixing 
The tat way the funds are Were chile but it was 
The clergy will not the laity to have any say of no of the have declared 
ie by then. that, without ht OF it, the Pop 
“i our make has ended the of the 
to that as they represent God brought shout what will mass 
Himself, Should esteem oneself | “Souls, 
‘and! 40 expett to rective any thinks him!” It has been blow to the of the . 
from Hie, mor any deference.” It is ttle wonder Pope in the of the Cherny. they ; 
they have Control as | the spending of their priest. There may disagreeable awakenin, 
~ the Pope as things are at present working out 
would the | to ture ‘the land of bave diminished £m 
ope ty r i in 59 modified a manner selves to their books. Young men want to 
it was practically i, anid thrié was soon know too much, he says, and so they must be re. 
So far bas this gone, | trade woe bored strained in their search after knowledge. (This is 
only bear of & nomination being’ through the not from M. de Narfon's articles but has been 
daily press. Then the value of those thus pro- in the daily press quite recently. W.S.) 
respected than eight, millions of nominal Roman Catholics, of 
more. highly esteemed, jis:.the. answer,- Time. any way, be claimed as faithfully following 
serving and trimming are more than ever the order their religion ? Surely these facts should call us 10 
stand well with the oer that great county aad 
the faithful workers for the Lord may be sustained in 
M. de Nurfon gives many instances to preve his - W. SOLTaw. 
I like 40 feel thet though on eacth I ike to feel in sll the : 
Yet we may hold heart-fellowship | | 
| At God's dear feet. | 
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RA SEMI-PRIVATE and influential Conference of Christians, fepresenting Reformed 


Sacerdotalism on the one hand, and a graver danger, which, on the other "8 

it was farther agreed that there never has been a time when Christianity has not been 
attacked, and when the fundamental Truths of our Holy Faith have not been denied. But 
in other days the men who attacked and denied the Christian Faith were outside the 
Charch, and did not occupy Christian pulpits or claim to be followers of our Lod Jesus 
Christ. An astonishing feature of the present situation is that things once said by men who 
of our Charches, and positions countenancing movements using a Christian phraseology, but 
denying Gospel Truth in its simplicity. 

At the Conference referred to, carnest prayer was made to God to enable a wise and 
effectual answer to be given to the question— What are Christians to do? Various practical 
Suggestions were considered, and, if adequate funds are forthcoming, some of these may be 
acted upon. But leaders of the Evangelical Alliance, of “Keswick,” and others, who had 
witnessed the power of prayer in Dr. Torrey’s recent Mission among the undergraduates of 
Cambridge University, were unanimous that the sphere of prayer must be the preliminary 
battle-ground ; the present call being to more self-sacrifice, more confessions of shortcomings 
—more prayer and intercession. 

The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, therefore, earnestly invite Christians of every 
name, individually and collectively, to observe six quiet days of intercession during 


THE UNIVERSAL WEEK PRAYER 
following the universal prayer topics in use—translated into many different languages— 


As the Week of Prayer always occupies the first complete week of each new year 

(commencing with the first Sunday) the observance for 1912 will be fom January 7th 

The Threne Reem ef the King’s Hall (Holborn Restaurant) has been 

reserved for Central London Noon Meetings (12—1 p.m.) during the Week of Prayer, where 

Christians will meet daily, “‘ all one in Christ Jesus,"’ in concert with fellow believers in the 

_ local prayer meetings, and all other information will gladly be supplied on application. 7 
HENRY MARTYN-GOOEH, - 
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CHURCH HOUSE, DEAN’S YARD, WERTMINSTER, 8 


Srevident Right Rev. Bishop INGHAM, D.D. Chairman—WULLIAM McCALL., Esq. 
Hon. Financial H. EB. NOVES, D.D. 


The financial condition of the Society causes anxiety 
to the Committee, as the death of old friends and 
the prevailing social unrest have led to a decrease 
of contributions. Letters from the Peninsula 
report definite progress in Spain and Portugal .in .. 
spite of the restrictions imposed by the Republican 
Government. 


The present religious condition of both nations 
gravely distresses all who value the Gospel. The 
recent upheaval in Portugal has brought to the. 
front the latent forces of unbelief, and infidelity 


is as. aggressive ids it is Avidespread, \ “the 
Gospel is now preached and the Truths of Holy. 


Scripture brought home to the people, we shail 
see these old Christian lands givén over’ to 
Materialism. | 

One Bishop, twenty-two’ ordained: ani 


than fifty lay workers minister to the Spiritual 
and. Edyastional needs of the Reformed Churches. 


Help will be gratetally received and information given by the . q 


Rev. THOS. 4. ‘PULVERTAFT, Secretary, Church — Westminster, ow. 
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